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LATE AKD IKTERESTLVG IjYTELLIGENCE
FROM INDIA.

Extrad of a Letter from the Rev. Dr. Carey, to the

Rev. Dr. Rogers, of Philadelphia, dated

Calcutta^ Nov, 1 6, 1810.

MY DEAR BROTHER,

It was only yefterday that I heard of a veiTel's being ready

to fail to Philadelphia. A.s it is, I fhall briefly drop you a few
lines to inform you of fuch of our circumftances as I am able to

recollect.

We have lately been called to mourn the lofs of fifter Robin«

fon, who was removed from us by death at Dinagepore. She
had been ill for fome months, and brother Kobinfon, who is engag-

ed in a miffion to Boutan, had brouglit her to Dinagepore for

medical afliftance, when he v^s called to mourn her lofs.

The Lord continues to blcfs his caufe in this country with evi-

dent tokens of his grace. I believe there have been only two or-

dinance days (we communicate monthly) fmce the beginning of

the prefent year, in which we have not had the pleafure of receiv-

ing fome perfon or perfons into the church. On one occafioa

feven were added, and I believe fixteen perfons are now coming
forward to make a public profefllon of faith in our Lord Jefus

Chrift. A fpirit of Chriftian love and unity prevails among us to

a good degree, and in every refpe£l we hstve reafon to rejoice in the

goodnefs of the Lord towards us. The firft Lord's day of laft

month, brother Marfhman's eldeft daughter (fcarcely thirteen

years of age) was publicly baptized. She has evidently been on
the fide of the Lord for thefe*laft two or three years. May this

be the forerunner to other inftances of the like nature in our own
family. /
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Brother C. Carapeit Aratoon has been very fuccefsful in Jeilbre,

a diftri<5t eaft of Calcutta ; ten perfons were lately baptized there

at one lime. Our brother J. Peter was fent the beginning of

this year to Bal afore in Oori/Ta, to attempt the planting the gofpel

tliere. The Lord has bleifed his labours, and already there is

a fmall church formed in that place. He is diligent in his work,

and the Lord gives him encouragement. Thefe two brethres

are of the Armenian nation, and were, by the church at Calcutta,

fet apart to the work of the miniftry. Brother Chamberlain^s

miniftry was laft year, and the year before, remarkably blefTed

among the foldiers at Burhampore, a military ftation near his refi-

dence. An expedition againft the ifle of France, lately failed

from this place, which included a'Baptift church of thirty mem-
bers in full communion, raifed there under his miniftry, with a

brother fet apart to the paftoral office among them. Five other

young men, members of the church at Calcutta, who are in anoth-

er regiment, alfo went with them. Should they fucceed in tak-

ing the ifland, I truft they will immediately ered the banner of

the Crofs there, and invite fmners to believe in the crucified Sav-

iour. It is probable that brother Chamberlain will remoye from
Cutwa to a ftation up the country, perhaps Delhi, or Agro, but

of this I cannot now fpeak with certainty. It is our wifli that he,

with a brother who is about to be called to the miniftry by the

church at Calcutta, ftiould attempt to introduce the gofpel into the

country of the Shikhs. At prefent fome obftacles lie in the way,
but I truft they will eventually be removed. Brother Merden
at Goamalti, and brother Moore at Patna, have had but little

fuccefs. Brother Fernandez at Dinagepore, has not been entire-

ly without fome tokens of the gracious approbation of the Lord
in his work. Dinagepore and Sadamahl being near to each other,

it is thought that brother Fernandez can fuperintend them both,

we therefore intend to remove my fon William from Sadamahl
10 Cutwa, when brother Chamberlain leaves it.

Brother Chater arrived a few days ago from Rangoon witli Af-

ter Chater, who is in a weak ftate of health. That coimtry is in

a miferable ftate, as far as relates to its political affairs, but there

are many encouraging circumftances relative to the mifHon there.

They ftudy the language with fuccefs, have written one or two
fmall tradls in it, and tranflated a part of the New Teftament into

it, and I believe tliey are bc:loved by all, both rich and poor, great

and fmall. Two valuable young men were lately fent' thither by
the London mifTionary fociety, but one of them (Mr. Brain) has

been removed by death, the furviving one (Mn Pritchett) is now
with my fon at Rangoon.

I muft now conclude haflily ; it is late at night and I am quite

weary ;
yefterday evening three, perfons were accepted by the

church for baptifm, fix propofed for the next month, and ten

mentioned to th# church as perfons who wifh to be propofed then.



State of Religion in Nova-Scotia^ tsfc. 35

This day I had feveral new inquirers befides thofe above men-
tioned, and hear of others who begin to look towards Zion. May
the Lord be ever near to you and yours while in this militant ftate.

My dear partner would, if flie knew of my writing, unite with mc
in love to Mrs. Rogers.

I am yours, very aflfedlionately,

W. CAREY.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

^ trief Sketch of the State of Religion in the Baptifl Churches in

Nova-Sfotiay Neiu-Brwifivicky is'c,

Extrad of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Merrill, to the

Editor, dated
SeJgwickf y^uguji 17, 1810.

MY DEAR BROTHER,

A fortnight to day, I returned from my eaftern expedition.

My route lay through a part of his Britannic Majefty*s dominions,

and hard by fome of the ftrong holds of Satan : I was every

where, however, received with fufficient attention and civility.

It was very pleafing to me, to behold my beloved brethien of

Nova-Scotia and New-Biunfwick, who have fo lately emerged
into gofpel liberty, fo expert in difcipline, fo determinate in

Chriftian order and communion, and fo well marflialled in battle

array. They appear in a very good degree, like veterans^ whiift

they are, in age, but very children. Fourteen years only have

elapfed, fmce but one baptized church was to be found in both

provinces. Now they can count nearly forty, and fome of them
are large and flourilhing.

Their AfTociation, which I vifited as a meffsnger from the Lin-

coln, was holden at Sackville on the 25th end 26th of June. It

was a good fcafon. Tokens of the Chief Shepherd's kindnefs

and prefence appeared fpecially manifeft. The Elders and Mef-
fengers pf the churches were folemn, cheerful, and of good cour-

age. The letters from the different churches were refrefhing,

and fraught with much good news. In one County, (Annapolis

if I miftake not) between two and three hundred had put on
Chrift the prefent year, by being baptized into him. Babylon
appears to be in full retreat, yet her purfuers fhould be very wary,

for fhe is very fubtle, and by no means in a very good mood.
She thnift one of Chrift's minifters into prifon, tlie week before I

left thofe regions, and their evil eye was fixt on brother Hale, to

take him the fame week ; but he being a " gofpel ranger," they
were not, and I prefume they will not be able to incarcerate him.

Zion's God is Jo generally lengthening her cords and making
^feer ftakes Wronger, that I cannot, in one fliort letter, defcend to
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particulars, without leaving the larger half behind. However,
that my letter be not altogether in generals, I will particularize a
few inftances, and thefe in very ftiort.

I will begin with Brier Ifland. This place was notorious for

irrefigion, perhaps as much fo, in proportion to its magnitude, as

waa Sodom, on the morning of Lot's efcape. Laft autumn,
or winter, brother Peter Crandal, moved by their forlorn condi-

tion, vifited the Ifland, and preached to as many of the fliy Iflan-

ders as he could colledt within hearing of his voice. He was
threatened with death, if he ventured to preach on this Ifland

again. However, he loved their falvation more than he feared

their threatenings ; he ventured, the people colle<5lcd, he fpoke,

and the Lord fpoke too. At a late hour the aflembly was difmifT-

cd. He retired, but ere foft fleep had clofed his eyes, a meflen-

ger reqjiefted that he would vifit a houfe diftreft. Without gain-

faying, he arofe and followed the mefl^enger. Whilft on his way,
in the firft houfe he pafled, he difcovered a light ; it came into his

mind juft to call in and fee how they did. He found them in

the agonies of dying unto fin ; an houfehold diftreft for fms com-
mitted, and for falvation infinitely needed. He faw their anguifli

manifeflly fuch, as all muft feel, or die forever; and obferving

their exereifes and fituation fuch as he judged not expedient to

be interrupted, retired in filence. The next houfe he found and
left in a very fimilar condition. Going a little farther, he heard

a perfon in the field manifefting by his fighs and groans, bitternefs

of fpirit, Mr. Crandal turned afide, and in filent wonder beheld

and left the fin-fick man. He was foon at the houfe wlience they

had fent for him. Here he found a company forely oppreft with

their load of fin, burdened by it, and longing to be free. Here
he broke filence, and pointed dying finners to a living Saviour.

On this never to be forgotten Ifland, in fixteen of the eighteen

families which refide on it, were thirty-three hopefully born from
above. The reformation had reached the Main, fo that when I

faw him, he had baptized between fifty and an hundred.

Before this fliall reach you, brother Hale*s to brother Collier

will probably be handed to you. In addition to what he has

communicated, 1 will add, that he has given but a very modeft
account v?f what the Lord hath wrought on Bellifle Bay by him.

I know not whether 1 ever faw or heard of any one garrifon, be-

ing fo largely har liTed by a fingle gofpel ranger in the compafs of

one campaign, and that too a winter one. It is true, brother Anfley,

who is no mean foldier, ivas there one evening, in which the Lord
wrought wonderfully. An account of this evening, with one pre-

ceding it, is nighly as much as I have now time to relate. On
an evening preceding the two, and in which brother Hale delivered

his fiift difcourfe to the then idle people on Bellifle Bay, a Polly

Davl^; was arretted by the Spirit of truth, and before the next rif-

ing fun was fet at liberty. The next day, being a militia mul^^

ter, the young ipen came to fcQ their changed aflbciate, and wouf



Revival of Religion in Rumney. 37

dered at, but hated the change. Another lefture was appointed
for tlie following evening. Not far from the time of meeting, two
of the foremoft young men, taking the inn on their way, called

for half a pint of ardent fpirits each, and drank it, obferving that

they would raife the devil at the meeting. The religious exercifes

began, and fl.eep prevailed over the young men, till little more
was to be heard. However, they awoke from their drunkennefs,

and in feafon to hear a fentence or two, and what they heard was
as a nail in a fure place. They had reft no more, till they found
it in believing. Soon after this, at an evening ledure, brother

Anfley preached, and when brother Hale had obferved what he
judged expedient, and the afTcmbly were difbiifTed, the people

all fat down. A folemn filence now prevailed for nighly an hour,

when a young woman, of about 20, who had been baptized ten

years before, arofe, and, filled with a fenfe of her backfliding

heart, fpake in fuch a feeling and fokmn manner, as greatly to

afFs^l the whole afiembly. It was now a time of weeping, mourn-
ing and lamentation. The faving health of our Immanuel foon
appeared in healing the broken hearted, and fetting the poor
captives free. Before the morning light, nine young converts

were chanting forth their young hofannas.

You can hardly imagine how fuddenly and deeply thefe things

waked the enemies of reformation, and roufed all their powers of
oppofition. The church prieft now vifited where he had never

walked before. The dialogues between him and his now con-

verted, but heretofore deluded pariOiioners, would be fufEciently

entertaining, had I time to relate them.

From Bellifle Bay, I came down the river to the city St. John's,

where I preached three times, twice on the Commons, and bap-

tized one worthy man and two honourable women.
I have juft time to add, brother N. Rohinfon has baptized

at Steuben, the laft winter and fmce, 56, and the little church at

Sullivan and Hogs Bay, which was conftitutec^ laft fpring,- and
over which brother Mc Mafter was ordained on the i6th of May
laft, has increafed to about 60, or upwards, and a great reforma-

tion is going faft on in that place.

In bonds of perpetual friendfhip, I am very fmcerely yourj},

DANIEL MERRILL.

Extrad of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Willmarth,

to the Editor, dated
Rumneyy March 19, 181 1.

REV, AND DEAR BROTHER,

Agreeably to a requeft from you by a brother in this

Church, I proceed to give you a iketch of the marvellous work of

God in this place.
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In the winter of 1809 and '10 there were fome appearances of
a revival of religion in this town. Our conference and prayer

meetings were remarkably thronged, efpecially by young people,

who appeared unufually folemn and attentive. In the m.ean

while, the people of God were much engaged in prayer, for the

outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

In the fore part of laft fummer a revival commenced in Hebron,
fouth of this, under the miniftrations of our efteemed brother

Wheat, and a goodly number of fouls were gathered into the

llieepfold of Chrift. A number of young converts, by my par-

ticular rcqueft, came over from that place, and attended meeting

with us about the laft of Auguft. This vifit, together with their

pathetic exhortations, feemed to be the means of increafmg th«

attention of our young people.

Perceiving *' the fields to he already nvhite^ andfit for the harvefiy*

our brethren were greatly encouraged to faithfulnefs, and my own
foul was peculiarly animated in the work of the miniftry. God
faw fit to bow the heavens of his grace, and finners were in mul-
titudes pricked in their hearts.

Scarcely can I refrain from weeping while attempting to recount

the fcenes which were fo affefting. Our houfe of worfhip was
thronged with liftening hearers. While truth was dropping from
the lips of the fpeaker, the afTembly were often bathed in tears.

The heavy figlis of the wounded befpoke their deep convidlion of

fin, while joy beamed in the countenances of faints.

Sometimes the anguifli of the dlftreffed, and the animations of

joy excited in the minds of Chriftians, occafioned fuch a mixture

of fighs, weeping, and fupplication, as to render it neceffary ab-

ruptly to clofe the difcourfe. Indeed for feveral months, I had
not the opportunity of preaching more than one fermon in a day.

With aiionifliment I have beheld in every part of the meeting-

houfe, ihofe who, but a few days before, were ranked among the

/ proudell and m©ft obdurate firiners, either crying for mercy, or

fallen proftrate and fpeechlefs, and in forae inftances, motionlefs

for a while, through the anguifh of their wounded fpirits ; while

the friends of Jefus were either on their knees, or beadbg over

them in fervent prayer.

In every meeting, almoft, we had the pleafure to witnefs new
inftances of awakening and conve? fion, which were evidently effeft-

cd by Divine Power. Truly this was the Lord's doing, and it

was marvellous in our eyes.

At an early period of this work, our church met on Saturday

for ufual bufmefs ; but were called to attend to the examination

of candidates for baptifni, which employed us during the whole

^.fternoon. Night coming on, we adjourned till the next morning
at eight o'clock. The forenoon of the Lord's day was neceffa-

rily taken up in the fame delightful employ. About noon we
repaired to the water. It was a place which nature had formed.
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peculiarly convenient for the occafion. The ftream was plcafant

and delightful, with a clean beach extending along the margin.

Back of this, was a high circular bank, which overlooked tlie

whole.

On the brink of the water ftood the candidates in a row, and
behind them, the members of the church were arranged like a lit-

tle army. Still further back ftood a large and folemn con-

courfe of people extended along the bank above. After addrelf-

ing the throne of grace, I defcended into the water, and delibe-

rately baptized twenty four perfons.* The joy nianifefted by
thofe who were baptized in coming up out of the water, was in-

defcribable. It was indeed a " heavenly place."

From this time forward, I was called to vifit tlie baptifmal waters

every Lord's Day. Three times I have been called to adminifter

the ordinance in the evening ; not for the fake of novelty, but be-

caufe the (hades of night overtook us, before we were prepared to

proceed to the adminiftration. On one of tliefe occafions in the fall

of the year, at about 1 1 o'clock I baptized fifteen perfone. We
were furnifhed with candles, the night being calm and ftill ; and
while we were moving in folemn proceflion, the appearance re-

minded me of Gideon's little army with their lamps.

The coldeft of the weather, during the winter paft, has been
no obftrudlion to the adminiftration of the holy ordinance of

baptifm according to apoftolical order ; nor have any been known,
however feeble and delicate their conftitution, to take the flighteft

cold. I have, when very unwell, and under tlie operation of

medicine, been called to baptize on fome of the coldeft Lord's Days,
witliout experiencing the flighteft inconvenience. On one fuch

day 1 baptized twenty three before I came out of the water.

During this glorious work, our meetings though frequent, have
been remarkably full and folemn. Every day or evening in the

week, excepting Saturday (purpofely omitted from motives of
prudence) have the people met for divine worfhip, and fome-
times at two or three different places in the town, at die fame
lime, for the fake of convenience. And, ftrange as it may ap-

pear, we have been obliged to reftrain our young people from
going to meeting as often as they would, for tear it might prove
injurious to their health.

All ages, from paft threefcore and ten, down to four or five

years, have fhared in this work ; and there are but comparatively

few in the town who are not recognized as profeffed lovers of

Jefus. A young man (a profefTed Univerfalift) who came into

town the fore part of the winter to teach a fchcol, while attend-

ing one of our evening meetings, was inftantly ftruck with fuch

imprelfions as brought him firft upon his knees, and then proftrate,

as a humble fuppliant for mercy ; and he as fuddenly rofe with
afcriptions of praife to Redeeming Love. You will r-^adily con.

* The time 09cupicd in baptizing was about i8 m^nutei.
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elude, that he no longer retained his former erroneous fentiment,

but n-oft earneftly warned others againft it ; at the fame time
confeffing, that notwithftanding he had fo zealoufiy tried to defend

it, his confcience never was fatisfied with it.

There have been fome remarkable appearances in this work,
which have furprifed fome, but perhaps they were not altogether

unaccountable. In fome inftances peifons have had their ftrength

fo entirely taken away as to be unable to ftand upon their feet,

but could fpeak and fomecimes pray. In other inftances, they

loft: all power of motion, infomuch that they became as dead men.
In thefe cafes, pulfation was fcarceiy perceivable, the extremities

cold, the countenances pale, and the eyes clofed as if they were

in the foundeft fleep.

I have remarked three different occafions of thefe appearances.

I ft. Peifons under powerful awakenings. Thefe have fallen as

Inftantanecufly as if a ball had paffed through the heart. I have

alfo feen them, when myfelf or fome other perfon was engaged in

prayer for them, recover their ftrength, and in a moment be upon
their feet, filled with joy unfpeakable and fuil of glory. While
others, who did not altogether lofe the power of fpeech, as fud-

denly changed their piayer to the moft exulting ftrains of praifes,

confeflion and exhortation.

2d. Perfons engaged in intenfe prayer for others. Their exer-

cifes have been fuch, as to overpower tlieir animal fplrits, and they

have continued for a length of time under this proftration of

ftrength ; and then have recovered it again, attended with a very

joyful frame of mind.

3d. Others have loft their ftrength by an overwhelming ecftafy

of joy ! It is a fingular circumftance, and worthy of remark,

that perfons while thus deprived of ftrength, knew what paffed

near them in converfation during the time. I have alfo been in-

formed of the following inftance. A young woman who was

fo exercifed in prayer for her young mates, as that fhe loft the

power of motion. Another young woman prefent, v. ho was

an oppofer, watched for an opportunity, and took hold of her

hands and fqueezed and pinched them fo that they were quite

fore and painful. She alfo paffed a candle into her face, in order

to fee whether fhe could arcufe her, but all in vain. '1 his oppofer

was fo fmitten with remorfe for what fhe had done, that fhe was

obliged to make a public confeflion, and to beg forgivenefs. Thefe

inftances, though frequent, have by no means been general.

That this work was not the effeft of animal fympathy, is evi-

dent from this circumftance. That fome who were oppofed to the

work entirely withdrew from meetings ; but God's Holy Spirit

found them at home ; and they were feized with the fame kind of

impreflions, and as powerfully as w^ere thofe at meeting. While
others who had not attended at meeting at all, were taken in the

field, while at their labour, and were made the fubjedts of the fame
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bleffed v;ork ! Sncii perfons were no fcor.er brought to fhare In

thele wonders of divine meicy, than they flew to meet their friends

in public worlhip, and puhiyhed how ^reat things God had done

for them'*

Among the many bleflin^s for which we are bound to give

thanks, I mnft not fail to mention one in particular. We have
been, and Itill are remarkably united and harmonious. And al-

thouj^h different fe<5taries have in feme inftances come in among
tis, and endeavoured to make profelytes to their own parties, yet^*

through the kindnefs of the great Shepherd, their attempts have
only occafioned our being the more firmly united.

Since the reformntiv':n began, it is fuppofed that nearly thiee

hundred have been maie the fubje<5ls of :he work in this place ; of

whom about ico have been added to the church already, and oth-

ers are expeded to come forward ere long.

Tvv'elve years ago, under the firft of my miniftry in this town,

this church was formed. At our firft communion, we numbered
jurt as mimy as entered into the ark. Since that time we have

enjoyed feveral reviving feaf( ns. Two churches have been form-

ed from this in neighbouring towns. Some have been excluded,

fom.e have removed and joined other churches ; a confiderable

number have goi^e to join the church triumphant. The prefeDC

iiumber of members in this church, is about 280.

This work has alfo fpread into neighbouring towns, and many
have been brouglit to fmg redeeming love. May the triumphs of

the crofb be excended, till the whole eaith fiiali be full of the

knowledge of the glory of God.
With lentiments of eftecm, I am, dear Sir, yours affe<5Hon-

atelv, liZRA WILLMARTH.
P. S. March 23d. This day, one of our young converts

(about 15 years old) left Us, fmging in the triumphs of faith, to

join the redeemed church above. I'his is the firft inftance of mor-
tality in this town for more than twelve months, one new bortf

infant excepted.

Extract of a Letter to the Rev. John P. Peckworth^
Paftor of the Third Baptift Church in Philadelphia,

dated PhUadelphiuy Feb. 2'], 181 1.

Sir,

In the name and behalf of the Female Mite Society of
^Philadelphia, permit us to addrcfs you, and through you the

church over which you prefide.

As our Society was formed for the aid and encouragement of
faid church, in its laudable undertaking of ereiling a houfe for

worfhip in Southw ark \ permit us briefly to ftate the circumt-

ftances refpefling its formation and progrefs.

F
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Sometime in Odober, 1809, a Lady (now one of our membersJ
m perufing the Baptift Miflionary Magazine, printed at Bofton^

obferved the aid that had been given to the Miflion Fund by the

Mite Societies in Providence, R. ifland, and Charleftown, MalT. &c.

and conceived the defign of endeavouring to form a Society upon'

fimtlar principles, to allift: faid church then lately conftituted.

Her ideas were communicated to feveral of her female friends,

who, approving the plan, proceeded without delay to put it into

execution. Subfcription books were immediately opened, and
the contributions of the liberal folicited. The fubfcribers gave fuch

weekly fums as they thought proper ; not lefs, however, than one
cent a week.

On the firft Monday in January, 1810, the Society was or-

ganized in due form ; and though the weekly contributions of

each member were fmall, yet at the clofe of the year the fum
colle<Sled and paid into the treafury of faid church amounted to

fix hundred forty-one dollars and fifty-eight cents : With which,

be pleafed to accept our fmcere and hearty wifties for the peace

and profperity of the church, over which you prefide, and the

Zion of God univerfally.

We are happy to add, that a good degree of zeal continues to

exift among the members of the Society, and particularly thofe

Ladies of the Collecting Committee who have borne fo great a

part of the burden.

We are, Rev. Sir, refpedfully, your fmcere friends,

ilLizA Jos IAH, Treafurer,

Anna In gels, Secretary^

Pbilade^hia, March 2, 18 1 1.

EADIES,

We acknowledg'c with gratitude the receipt of the polita

and afFe<5ltonate addiefs prefented us through our beloved Paftor,

in the name of the Female Mite Society of Philadelphia. We
tender to you., and through you to the Society, our mod fincere

and hearty tlianks for the aid and encouragement you have af-

foi ded us in our undertaking ; and v/e defire to blefs our God who
haih put it into your hearts to devife and execute fo good a work.

We have the fatisfaiftion to ftate for your information and encour-

agement, th.at (excepting the materials) your liberality has raifed

the walls of our Meeting-houfe, from the foundation to the top-

ftone. May your benevolent example ftimulate others to fimilar

pious exertions for the fpread of the gofpel, until throughout

our land the promife is realized, that "all lhall know the Lord,
from the leaft to the greateft.*'

By order, and in behalf of the Third Baptift Church of

Philadelphia, JOHN P. PECKWORPH, Pajor.

Mrs. Eliza Josiah, Treafurerfloi the Female Mite Societj

Miss Anna Ingels, Secretary, j of Philadelphia.



Female Sociefy in Vermont,

Extra^l of a Letter from the Secretary of a Female
Society in Danville, State of Vermont, addrefled to

the Prefident of the Maflachufetts Baptift Miffion-

ary Society, dated Ocliober 24, 1809*

EE?. AND DEAR SIR,

In an age like the prefent, when not only every fpecies of
error feems to be acquiring new ftrength, and infidelity appears
without a niafk ; but when we behold numerous others, though
with different pretenfions, a<5ling from the lame principles, viz.

the depravity of the human heart ; we deem it important that the

friends of truth fhould be active in endeavouring to extend the

favour of divine knowledge among thofe who are unacquairited

with the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift. ImprefTed, as we truft,

with thefe motives, a few females, members of the Baptift church
in this town, in July, 1808, agreed to form into a Society for re-

ligious purpofes. The objects of our meeting were to converfe on
the things of religion, and to comfort and ftrengthen each other,

while furrounded with adverfaries, and befet with the temptations

©f this alluring world. And alfo to pray that God would con-

tinue to extend the conquefts of his fovereign giacc, and bring in

his eleft from the rude mafs of m.ankind. That he would blefs

the exertions of his people who are endeavouring to fpread that

religion which inculcates peace, humility, and felf-denial, until its

tjenign influences may be felt by all the human race. A further

obje<5t of our meeting was, to contribute our mite towards the ac-

complifhment of this infinitely important end.

We arc but few in number, and not poffe/Ted of very great

i^ores of worldly goods ; our contributions will neceifarily be

fmall.* But fuch as they are, we commit them to your difpofal,

and to the bleffing of God ; praying, that he would make this

fmall mite a mean of fame good, for rfie advancement of his

caufe.

The friends of evangelical doctrine and gofpel order, are not

numerous in thefe parts. It is alfo a time when iniquity prevails,

and many who have profeiTed to be the difciples of our Lord are

rather indifferent about his caufe. It is a low time of religion

with our church. We pray that the Lord would blefs us and

you. We rejoice, notwithftanding the prevalence of error and
irreligion, that the Lord is eftablifhing his caufe in the world.

Requefting an intereft in your prayers for us, and for our

brethren, we fubfcribe your loving, though un.vorthy fifters in

the bonds of the gofpel.

SALLY FISHER .Secretaru

T0 the Prefident of the Maffa. Baptift M'ljfionary Society,

* See the laft ftatement, by dae Treafurcr of the Society,
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For the MaHachufetts Baptift Miffionary L'.igazine.

rThe following excellent Addrefs is fubmitted for infertion by
a fouthern fubfcriber, as calculated to anfwer truly valuable

purpoles in thefe United States, and as an incentive particu-

larly for the American Baptifts to come forward and " dp
liiiieNvile." R.]

Addrefs to the Friends of Religion on behalf of the Baptifi

Academical Infiitution^ at Stepney-Green^ near London,

In calling the attention of the public to a new Seminary inr

tended to be eftabliflied near London for the education of Candi-
dates for the Chriftian Miniftry, we are defirous of prefenting a

ihort account of the motives by which we are actuated, and the

objedls we have in view.

We beg leave to premife, that nothing is farther from our inten-

tion than to interfere with the refpedable Seminaries already fufer

lifting, from which the Church of Chriil has derived effential bene-

fit. We congratulate the public on their inftitution, rejoice in their

profperity, and feel a cordial^ concurrence with the views of their

generous patrons and fupporters. We are perfuaded, however^
that the ground is not yet fo fully occupied as to leave no room
for a further extenfion of the means of inftru<Jlion to lludents ia

theology ; and that among the churches of the Baptift denomina-
tion, at lealt, a difficulty is frequently experienced in procuring

young men poffefTed of thofe qualifications which the ftate of foci-

€ty renders defirable. Having beenfupplied by the noble munif-
icence of a worthy individual widi a houfe and premifes at Step-

ney, well fitted for an Academy, we are defirous of realizing the

liberal intentions of the Donor, by carrying into execution tlic

plan of public utility he has meditated.

At this period, no apology can be neceffafy for attempting to

affift young men defigned for the miniftry in the acquifjtion of

fuch branches of knowledge, as may qualify them more completely

for the fuccefsful difcharge of that facred function j fince whatever
prejudices unfavourable to learning may have formerly prevailed

in ferious mlndi, they appear to have fubfided, and Chriftians in

general admit the propriety of enlifting literature in the fervlce of
religion. From the recent multiplication of theological Semina-

ries among proteftant diifenteis, fuch an Inference may be fairly

deduced. Wl^iJe we alTcrt the abfolute fuiHciency of the Scripture

for every faving purpofe, it is impoflxble to deny the ufefulnefs of
the knowledge derived from books in unfolding many of its obfcu-

rities, explaining many of its allufions, and producing more fully

to view the inel^imable treafure it contains. The primary truths

of Revelation, it is acknowledged, offer chemfelves at firft view in
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die facred volume ; but there are latent riches, and gems of inefti-

niable value, which can be brought to light only by a deeper and
niore laborious lelearch. There are numberlefs exquifite harmo-
nies and retired beauties in the fcheme of Revelation, which are

rarely difcovered without the union of great induftry with culti-

vated talent. A colle<ftion of writings compofed on various occa-

fions and at remote iuiervals »f time, including detached portions

of hiftory the ir.cft ancient, and of poetry awfully fublime hut often

obfcure, a book containing continual allufions to manners unknown
in this part of the world, and to inftitutions which have long cea.

jfed to exift, muft demand ail the aid which ingenuity and learn-

ing can bring towards its elucidation.

The light of revelation, it fhould be remembered, is not oppofite

to i^^e light of rcafcn ; the former prefuppofes the latter ; they are

botb emanations from the fame fource ; and the difcoveries of the

Bible, however fupernatuial, are addreffed to the underftanding,

the only medium of information wliedier human or divine. Re-
vealed religion is not a cloud which overfhadows reafon ; it is a
fuperior illumination defigned to perfect Its exercife, and fupply

its deficiencies. Since truth is always c^nfiftent with itfelf, it can
never fufF^r from the mod enlarged exeition of the intelle<5lual

powers, provided thofe powers be regulated by a fpirit of dutiful

I'ubmiffion to the oracles of God. The evidences of Chriftianity

challenge the moft rigid examination ; the more accurate and ex-

tenfive the inquiry, the more convincing will they appear. Un-
expedled coincidences betwixt infpired hiftory and the moft undif-

puted remains of antiquity will prefent themfelves, and ftriking

analogies be perceived betwixt the courfe of providence and the

iiiperior economy of grace. The gradual developement of the

plan of Revelation, together with the dependence of its feveral

parts on each other, and the perfc(ft confiftency of the whole, will

employ and reward the deepeft inveftigation. In proof of the affift-

ance religion may derive from learning rightly dlre(fled, we appeal

to the writings of an Uftier, a Newton, and a Bryant ; to the an-

cient apologlftb of Chriftianity, who by means of it, urmafked the

deformities of polytheifm ; to the reformers, whom it taught to

lemcye the facred volume from the duft and obfcurity of cloifters,

and exhibit in the diale_<5ts of Europe ; and to the vidlorious im-

pugners of infidelity in modern times. Such are the fpoils which

lanitified learning has won from fuperftitlon and impiety, the

common enemies of God and man. Nor muft we forget to no-

tice, among the moft precious fruits of cultivated reafon, that con-

fcioufnefs of its own deficiencies and fenfe of its own weaknefs,

whjch prompts it to bow to the authority of revelation, and depofe

its honours at the crofs, fince its incapacity to folve the moft im-
portant qutftions, and to fatisfy the moft dlftrefling doubts, will

be felt with the tiueft convidion and attefted with the beft grace,

by fuch as have iris.de U"ie laigcft e/Tay of its powers.
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An unconverted miniftry we look upon as the greateft calamitf

tliat can befal the Church ; nor would we he fuppofled to infmu-

ate, by the preceding obfervations, that education can ever be a

proper fubftitute for native taleni, much lefs for real piety : all we
mean to afot is, that the union of both will much enlarge the

capacity of doing good. Withoui: defcending to particuUrs, wc
muft be allowed to remark, for example, that the art of arrang-

ing ideas in their proper order, and of inveitigating the nature of
different forts of evidence, as v/ell as an acquaintance with the

fundamental rules of compofition and rhetoric, are of effential

fervice to a public fpeaker.

The exifting ftate of fociety fupplies additional reafons for ex-

tending the advantages of academical education. If former peri-

ods have given birth to more renowned fcholars, none ever pro-

duced fo many men ofreading and refledion as the prefent ; never

was there a time when books were fo multiplied, knowledge fo

diffufed, and when, confequently, the exercife of cultivated talents

in all departments was in fuch demand. When the general level

of mental improvement is fo much raifed, it becomes neceflary

for the teachers of religion to poffefs their full fhare of thefe ad-

vantages, if they would fecure from negle(5t the exercife of a func*

tion, the moft important to the interefts of mankind. If in the

days of infpiration there were fchools of the prophets, and mirac-

ulous infufions of wifdom did not fuperfede human means of in-

ftruftion, much lefs are they to be neglefted in the prefent times,

when no fuch communications are expedled. To this we muft
add, that perverted literature is one of the moft powerful weapons
in the hands of the enemies of divine truth, who leave no effort

untried to recommend their caufe by the luftre of fuperior acqui-

fitions, and to form in the public mind, the dangerous alTociation

between irreligion and talents, weaknefs and piety.

In infifting fo ftrongly on the advantages of a regular educa-

tion, we mean no difrefpe<?t to thofe excellent perfons who have
exercifed their miniftry much to the benefit of the Church with-

out thofe advantages ; many of whom are men of vigorous minds,

who have furmounted great obftacles in the purfuit of knowledge,

and others by their piety and good fenfe well fitted for the ftations

which they occupy. . We truft that fuch minifters will always be
highly efteemed in our churches : there are fituations, it is prob-

able, which they are better qualified to fill, than perfons of a
higher education. To the improvement of the higher clafTes,

however, it will fcarcely be denied, men of the latter charadler

are beft fuited ; and as their falvation is not in itfelf lefs important

than that of the lower orders, fo their fuperior weight in fociety

attaches to their character and conduit peculiar confideration. It

is alfo manifeft, from the examples of a Brainerd, an Elliot, and a
Schwartz, that where piety in a candidate for the miniftry is once

feeured, a courfe of academical ftudics is ho impediment to the
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growth and developement of qualities the moft conducive to fuc-

cefs,—deep humility, eminent fpirituality, unfhaken perfeverance,

and patient felf-denial.

With refpecl to the principles we wifii to fee prevail in our fu-

ture Seminary, it may be fufiicient to obferve, they are in general

the principles of the Reformation ; and were we to defcend to a
more minute fpecificaucn, we fnould add they are the principles

which diftinguifli the body of Chriftians denominated Particular

or Calviniftic Baptifts. While we feel a cordial efteem for all

that love the Lord Jefns Chrift in fmcerity, difclaiming all preten-

fions to that vaunted liberality which marks an indifference to

revealed truth, we feel no hefitation in declaring that nothing
would give us more concern tlian to fee the Seminary we have ia

contemplation become the organ of infidel or heretical depravity*

We conceive fome advantages may accrue from fixing the pro-

pcfed Seminary in the vicinity of the metropolis.- It may be hop-
ed its pecuniary refources will be berefited by being placed in the

centre of commercial opulence ; that a reudence of a few years

near the capital of a great empire may give an cxpanfion to the

youthful mind, and that the means which it aff:)rds, of obtaining

the afTiftance of Teachers in various departments of fcience, no
where elfe to be found, may improve the tafte and diredl the exer-

tions of the Students.

We conclude with recommending our undertaking to the pat-

ronage of the public, and to the blelTing of God, and with ex-

prefhng our hope, that through the influence of the Divine Spirit

in a copious effufion on the future Patrons, Tutors, and Students
of this Seminary, however fmall in its begiRuing, it will become
refpe<5table for learning and piety, be a uurfery of faitliful and
able minifters, and a blefTing to the Church of Chrift.

Our appeal is to the friends of Religion and Literature. A
very confiderable fund will be neceffary to provide Furniture,
and a Library fuitable to the occafion, as well as to promote the

general purpofes of the Inilitution. But when the importance of
the objed: is duly confidered, it is not doubted but an adequate
fupply will be readily afforded.

Extract from the Rev. Samuel Ambrofe's Journal of
his fecond Miilionary Tour. Addreffed to the

Secretary of the Society.

Sutton, March 19, 18 10.

REV. AND DEAR SIR,

On the 5th of December, 1809, ^ entered upon my fecond

mifHonary tour, and preached the firlt Lord's-day in Bethel, Ver-
mont, to a refpe^able audieace, who were ferious and attentive.
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On Monday evening^ I preached at Randolph. In this week, I

attended two meetiil^s in Brookfield, and two m Roxbury. At
this laft place, a dear youth in his fixLeenth year was bapiizedy

v/hofe trials and temptations had been remarkable. I hope God
defigns to make him iifeful in the church. His parents are mem-
bers of a fmali cluircii lately gathered. There are feveral more
in the family who appear to be under ferious concern : one young
woman in particular was exceedingly bowed down. By her de-

fire, I preached in the evening, from tlie following words :
** And

he caf> away his garment, arofe, and came to Jefus.''

This is a rew place, thinly inhabited, and, like the land nf Ca-
naan, full cf liills and vall'es. At this time there was much ice

in the road, yet there was a confiderable affembly, who appeared

loth to leave the meeting. One man, whofe hair was white with

age, had three miles to walk home, afcer our exercifes. It was
about two o'clock in the morning bef -re we retired to reft.

Lord's-day, Dec. 17, preached in Warren, where is a Baptill

church of about fourteen members, and in die evening at Waits-

field. Monday evening I preached at Moortowr?, on Onion River,

Tuefday and Wednefday I paffed on through feveral towns to

Cabot, where I tarried on Lord's-day, and preached five fcrmons.

Our meetings were folemn and comfortable. There is an en-

couraging profpedt of reformation in this place ; and I have no
doubt of there being a number of pious fouls here.

Monday, Dec. 25, I preached in the evening at Capt. Cham-'
berlain's in Hardwick. There were few hearers ; but I had great

freedom in preaching, and there was good attention to the word.

Hitherto the Lord hath helped me. O that I might be more'

like my Divine Mafter, and better prepared by his grace to d(y

good. Tuefday I preached at Capt. French's, who appears to

love the truth, and to be alive in religion. Wednefday I preach-

ed at Walden, and on Friday in Hardwick, ac deacon Fuller's.

Saturday I rode to Mr. French's. Here I found a great blefling'

in converfmg with the family.

Lord's-day, Dec. 31,1 preached at Hardv/ick ; and the Lord
ftood by and ftrengihened me. In the evening I preached to the

Free-will Baptifts.

Jan. I, 1810, rode to Craftfcury, in Vermont, where I preached

the next evening. It was very pleafmg to fee fuch an affembly

collected for an evening meeting in the winter, where they live fo

fcattcred. The attention to the gofpel was truly remarkable ;

and things appear encouraging in this place. Wednefday I rode

to Irafbourg, where I preached on Lord^s day, and three ledliires.

Tuefday, Jan. 9, I preached three iime?; at Coventry, and alfo on

the Lord's-day. A fmall church has been gathered in thefe two

places, fmce I was here laft fummer ; and there are ftill fome, in

each of thefe towns, whofe minds are tender, which gives reafon

for the hope, that this little church will be enlarged. Tuefday I
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preached at Mr Nye's, Brownington ; Wednefday evening at Dr.
Newcomb's, in Darby ;

'I'hurfday I crofTed the Hfie into the prov-

ince of Canada, and preached in the evening at Mr. G<juld's, in

Barnfton. '
,

Lord's-day, Jan. 21, preached at Mr. Bernard's. It pleafed

God to provide for me, in this extreme cold weather. There \7as;

but one houfe, in the neighbourhood where I was, in which I

dould have been made comfort *
't ; this belonged to a m.erchant,

who kindly welcomed me to preach on the Lord's-day, and to

lodge at his houfe three nights. Tuefday evening I preached at

Mr. Little's, in Hatley ; and on Wednelday evening attended a
conference.

Lord's-day, Jan. 28, preached at Mr. Elliot's, where T preached

laft fummer. Mrs. Elliot, I hope, has found Chrift to be precious

to her foul fmce that time ; and a young gentleman alfo, who
occupies a ftore in that vicinity. He wilhed me to make his houfe

my home as long as I tarried. Tuefday I went down Sr Fran-

cois Kiver to Brumpton, and preached by previous appointment.

Wednefday went down the river about twenty miles to Shipton.

Thurfday went about feven miles back from the river, and preach-

ed twice ; then returned, and preached very near to the river, on
the Lord's-day. The affembly was compofcd of perfons from lev-

cral towns, fome of whom came more than ten miles. They ap-

peared generally very attentive. When I addreffed the ycuth,

they rofe, and fome were afFeded ; but I b«licve they are in gen-

eral very care'efs in thefe towns. In the evening, \ preached over

the river at Mr. Bernard's. A dear yrmih had died in this neigh-

bourhood a few days before. She had attended a bdll, and ven-

turing home in the latter part of the night, in which the weadier

altered fuddenly, had to face a feverc cold wind, ten or twelve

miles on the river, thinly clothed, which appeared to be the occa-

fion of her death. This fecmed to call up tlie attention of fome
of the young people. I think there is great need of m. flionary

labours in this part of the province. God was pkafed to favour

me with great freedom in preaching here and in Shipton, and
alfo in converfation in private families. O that his bleffing may
accompany thefe efforts

;
yea, I believe it will.

Monday, Feb. 5, I returned ap the river about eleven miles, by
appointment laft week, and preached in Brumpton in the after-

noon and evening. Here the people were very attentive, and (he

afTembly was large. It feemed that all attended who p( fHhly

Could. I converfed with a number after tl. ^ evening meeting,

who appeared ferioufiy iraprefled. Tuefday I preached at Mr.
liey's, five miles further up the river. Mrs. Key was fo fick and
in fuch diftrcfs when I firlt entered the houfe, that her daughter,

who was attending her, faid ilie was dying ; but it pleafed God to

relieve her, fo that fhe could attend the meeting. I preached frorh
' this ttxt, * The whole need not a phyfician, but they that are
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fick.*' It was a folemn feafon ; and Hrong hopes are entertafa-

ed of a reformation in this place. I believe there are fome of
Ghrift's fheep fcattered here ; but it is a cloudy and dark day with

them, rhey have no meetii gs for public wcrfhip even on the

XiOrd*s-day.

We inefday Irode back to /^fcott, and pieacbed at a place called

tlie Forks. Here the people V j^e very inattentive to religion
; yet

they treated me decently. On ThurfJay I preached at Mr. iil-

liot's, in Afcott, to a numerous and folemn audience. Several i

a

this place, who were ferioufly imprefTed wh'^n I was here laft

fummer, have, I hope, embraced our dear Saviour. FriHay I vif-

ited feveral families. Saturday, although it was extremely cold,

I rode to Hatley, having previously written that I intended to be

there on Lord's day. I preached two fermons in the day time,

and one in the evening; Here I was informed that it pleafed G;>d

to awaken fome fouls, by my preaching laft fummer, who have

flnce made a profeffion. Tuefday I rode to Dr. Whittier*s, Stan-

dead, where I preached in the evening. There are many families-

in this town, but they have little preaching, unlefs vifited by the"

Methodifts and Free-will Baptifts^

Wednefda/ I parted over the line again, into the State of Ver-
mont, and attended meeting the next Lord's- day at Craft/bury.

A man and his wife were baptized by a brother Butler, he being

providentially prefent. I had taken a great cold ; yet in the

evening I attempted to preach at brother Mafon's. It was a com-
fortable and refrelhing feafon. Several brethren fpoke by exhor-

tation, and one prayed. The ftate of the church in Ciaftfbory is

encouraging; there is good agreement amongft them, and I think

more than common attention to preaching. Monday evening I

preachedin a different part of the toivn.

Tuefday rode to Greer, r[j )rough, and preached in the evening

at Capt Grow's, and on Wednefday evening in another part of

the town. In thefe feveral meetings, it has pleafed God to afiift

me, although I have laboured under bodily infirmities ; but I can
bear them the better, becaufe I am ferving the beft Mafter, in the

beft employment.
Thurfday I preached in Hardwich. Here are a number of fe-

rious, tender minds. A brother Shepard's wife and daughter
would have gone forward in baptifm, but he was from home.
February 23, paffing through Walden and Cabot, I made a num-
ber of fhort vlfits, and prayed with feveral families. In Cabot
there are fome inquiring what they fliall do to be faved.

' Before I entered upon my miffi.mary tour this winter, in relied^-

ing upon being hundreds of miles from home, in the province of

Canada, expofed to tedious ftorms, and lodging in cold houfes,

the profpedl feemed glooniy ; three mcmths then appeared long ;

but now tha time has almoft elapled, and in review, it feems hut

a few days ; I hope in part, owing to the love I feel for my I>i.

x-'ine Mafter, and for precious fouls.

4
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I*0Td*s-da7, Feb. 28, I preached at Calais, where is a Baptift

•church of about 28 members ; but the people are much divided.

M onday evening I preached at deacon Kendall's, and on WedneC
day evening at deacon Brigs's, in Baire. Thurfday rode to elder

Hovey's, in Brook fi^ld, where I preached on Friday, and again

in the evening. A reformation has been progreffing in this town
ever fmce the beginning of iaft fummer. It has prevailed for

leveral months in the neighbcnrhood where brother Hovey refides.

About ten of his faniily and near connexions have obtained a
comfortable hope in Chrirt, as well as a gondly number more, of
from ten or twelve t.» fifty years of age. There has alfo been a
large rumber added to the Congregational church in this town,
and tlie work is fpreadiiig in adjacent towns.

Lord's-day, March 4, 1 preached at deacon Flint's, In the upper
part of Randolph, to a confiderably large and attentive audience.

The profped- in this town is encouraging. This was the laft

Lord's- day of my fix months' million. 1 had fweet freedom ia
preaching. Here I ^ould fay to the people, My mouth is open to

you ; my heart is enlarged. The Lord hath mercifully prefeived

me throua:h all the fatigues and dangers in my j(mrneying, both
the laft fummer, and alfo this winter. 1 have been univerfally re-

ceived and treated in a kind and friendly manner. I was a ilran-

ger, and they took me in. It pleafed God to return me home
fafely to my dear family, on Thurfday evening, March 9. They
had been preferved in health during my abfence, which was thir-

lecn weeks and three days.

SAMUEL AMBROSE.

Memoir of Mrs, Nancy Thompson.

Died, in Charlcftown, Nov. 16, 1810, Mrs. Nancy Thomp-
son, daughter of Mr. Thomas and M s. Tabitha Robins, aged

35 years. Mrs. Thompfon was early brout^ht to a i experi-

mental knowledge of the gofpel, and baptized by the late Kev.
Dr. Stillman. She was admitted a member of the church in

Charleftown, at their fir ft communion feafon.

At the age of 18, Mrs. Thompfon entirely loft her hearing ;

but notwithitanding th's trying circumllance, her attachment to

the houfe of God remained unabated. She would readily find

the text, and pfalm or hymn, by obfervlng the motion of the

fpeaker's lips. The prolperity of the church fee-ned ever to lie

near her heart. H^r deportment towards her Paltor, and all the

brethren and fifters, was unifor.mly marked with the greiteft

efteem and aff 'di:jn. She took a deep interell in whatever rela:-

ed tc the profperity of religion at large, and particularly to the

Blillionary caufe. This attachment continued till iicr deatli.
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Such was her diffidence of herfelf, from the views fhe had of

iier own heart, that fhe was often in darknefs refpeding her inter-

eft in Chrift, During her ficknefs, which was long and painful,

this wai generally though not uniformly the cafe. In her afRic-

tiors, die grace of patience was ftrikingly exemplified. She had
a deep and an afFeding fenfe of the goodnefs of God, and of the

fufferings of Chrift. One night, on receiving fome wine, fhe

fiid,, " I have wine to drink, butChrift drank the vinegar and the

gall." On remarking how fore her fide was, fhe immediately

added, *• but Chrift^s fide was pierced with a fpear." It was
I inatter of farprife to her Paftor, that one who evidently lived fo

entirely devoted to God, fliould be the fubje<5t of fo many doubts

and fears.

Towards the clofirg fcene of life, her mind was much more
comfortable. The filler who attended her at this time, read Heb.
X. 35. Caji not away therefore your confidence, ivhicli hath great rec-

ompetife of reward. Thefe words were blciTed to her, and gave
fome relief to her mind. Mrs. Thompfon aiked her to read the

iaft verfe of the chapter. But lue are not of them nvho draiv back

tinlt perdition^ but of them chat be/ieve to the faving of the fovL On
v^hich Ihe looked up and fmiled, with an air of confidence and
triumph. She ufed often to fay, that fhe longed to praife God.
One time being a(ked if Ihe could praife him, fhe faid, Sometimes,

but (he wanted to all the time. When fhe was dying, being afk-

ed if Ihe could praife God, flie fmiled, and bowed her head three

times. ^^>fter this fhe foon expired, and we truft fhe is continually

blefiing and praifmg God in his temple above j for it is written,

Blejfed are the dead which die in the Lord.

Memoir of Mrs, Esther Peak,
Late confort of die Rev. John Peak, of Netvburyfort^ who departed this life

on the 5th of March, 1811.

Mrs. Peak was born in Waterton, Connecticut, Sept. 18, 1762,

cf refpedlable parentage, and was educated in the Epifcopal form.s

of worihip ; but did not obtain clear and diftindt ideas of Gofpel

truth, till Providence placed her under the faithful evangelical

jniniftry of the Rev. John Peckens, of Claremont, N. H. In

March, 1785, her mind became impreffed with the realities of eter-

nity, her loft and finful flate, and her need of pardon. Her anx-

iety was confiderably increafed by tlie preaching which flie heard

pntil the June following ; when feveral of her aiTociates appeared

to be under fimilar impreffions. Some of thefe were brought to re.

joice in hope, before her mind was fet at liberty, which led her to

refledV upon the diftinguilhing grace of God. *'How can it be

right,'* faid fhe, " that one as vile as myfelf. who has not been more
earaefl and diligent in feeking falvaticn, fhould be taken, and I
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left." Thus ftie continued in deep diftrefs until Sept. following,

when her thoughts were turned into a different train- of meditation,

and in a fomewhat fngular manner. She was riding upon the

eaftern bank of Conncdicut river ; the atmofphere was ferene, rhe

fun was defcending in the horizon, ftirouded with clouds, which
were penetrated by his piercing beams, and gave the weftern hem-
ifphere a deep crimfon colour to a great extent. With a furface

fmooth as giafs, this majeftic river refl -died the fame colour ; and
to a contemplative mind, had an appearance not altogether difl;-

ixiilar to a vail body of blood.* While viewing this grand and
imprefllve appearance from the fcenery of nature, her meditations

turned upon the fountain of the S.iviour^s blood, which he ftied

for the remiflion of fins. Here (he faw the exceeding frnfulnefs

of fm, that required fuch an infinite atonement. She now faw
a^d felt the depravity of her own heart, her wretchednefs and
guilt. She was alfo made fenfible of her enmity againft God, and
of his juftice in the final condemnation of impenitent fmners.

After this, (he was not terrifitd as before with the feai s of future

puniOiment, but was grieved on account of her fms ; particularly

her ingratitude, and ^bufe of divine goodnefs. She ufed to fay,

if God (hould eleft and fave all others, fie deferved nothing Ihort

of eternal condemnation.

From this time (he became calm in her mind, and was led to

contemplate much upon the excellencies of the divine charader

and government, as manifefted in the kingdom of grace. By de-

grees, a comfortable hope was raifed in her mind, that (he had
experienced reconciliation to God by the death of his Son,

In March, 1786, flie made a public profeffion of her faith in

Chrift, and joined the BaptiH: Church in Claremont. In this

profe(iion (he remained ftedfad without wavering until (he clofed

this mortal fcene.

In the different places where (he has lived, her life and conver-

fation have been fach as to conciliate the love and efteem of her
pious acquaintance.

Her patience and refignation, during nine months' confinement

in her laft ficknefs, while languifhingf with a hedlic, did not efcape

the notice of fpedtators. Shortly after Ihe was laid by, (he appre-

hended this would prove her laft ficknefs ; and eaineftly defired

frefh ma ^Teftations of divine grace, that Die might glorify God
in her ficknefs and death ; as it feemed to her, as fhe faid, that (he

had done little or nothing to his glory while (he had lived. Al-
though far from giving up her hope in Chrift, iJie felt her want
of spiritual Hght and life ; the Lord was gracioufly pleafed to

grant her defire. In the midft of an alarming thunder-fhower,

her companion haftened to her chamber, fearing Ihe might be
terrified by the tempeft. As foon as he entered the door, he was
faluted with the following addrefs. '•O ! help nie to praife the

* The writer wa« prcfent at this time.
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I^d for his goodnefs, he hus graciouifiy lifted upon me the light

•f his countenance."

" The God that rule? on high,

i\nd thunders when he plcale.

Who rides upon the ftormy Iky,

And manages the leas :

This awful God is ours^

Our Tather and our love :

He will fend down his heavenly powers
To carry us above,"

She uttered many fuch like fentiments and expreilloas, and
Ipake of the firm foundation on which the Church is eflablifned,

the perpetuity of the covenant of grace, and the veracity of the

divine promifes, &c.
For feveral months fhe enjr^yed much divine confolation, and

citen faid that (he counted the fuiferings of this prefent life not
v/orthy to be compared with the glory that (hall be revealed.

Two months before her deceafe, fhe very deliberately told her
companion that Oie felt her frail nature fmking, and thought (he

fhould continue but a few days. She mentioned at this time the

following pa/T-ige of fcripture, which had long lain with weight up-
on her mind, and which (he defired our beloved Brother Williams
might improve after her deceafe—Pfalm Ixxiii. 26. "iJ/y heart

and myJlefi faikih ; bul God is the Jlrtngth of my hiartf and myportion
forever*'* (This was done accordingly.)

Not long after this, (he experienced great darknefs of mind.
Sitan was permitted to buffet her. For fome time the conHift

was painful, and excited the compafiion of her Chriftian friends.

She regretted that (he had mentioned the above fci ipture, &c. and
was afraid (he had gloried in her exercifes, rather than in the

God of grace. In this conflict, however, grace triumphed. Af-
ter morning prayer had been offered up by her bedfide, (he obferv-

€d to her friend, that fhe had had a happy night ; the Lord was
jrbod and gracious, he had removed darknefs from her mind.

She repeated a part of the Hymn beginning with thefe words,

"^Ah, lovely appearance of death," &c.

particularly the laft verfe,

" What now with my tears T bedew.
Oil might I this moment become,

My ipirit created anew.
My flelh be confign'd to the tomb."

It was obferved to her that when fhe (hould be removed by
deat?!, fhe v/ould be deliv<^red from (in and pain, and be forever

at reft with the Lord : " I have no doubt of that," faid (he, "but

1 fear I ain not paiient as 1 ought to be. O, piay for me, that 1
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may patiently wait all the days of my appointed time till my clianc:e

come." In ihis happy triumphant frame of mind, fhe continued

with very little variation, to the laft moments of her life. When
flie was apparently feized with the agonies of death, which was
on Monday evening about 8 o'clock, Ihe faid to her companion,

"Do you think this is death ?" He obfervcd, *'It is like it.'* " I

fliould think you could tell," faid ihe. He replied that he thought

it was death, and that fhe would foon be releafed fiom fin and
fuffering, and be at reft. " O, I can blefs God," faid fhe, « that

the important hour is come. I can give you all up into his hands,

and go. O ! come, my ble/Ted Jefus, come Can't you give me
up ? do givd me up—help me to go." Her companion tpid her,

that although it was hard parting, yet he thought he could freely re-

fign her into the hands of God : after which (he appearedcompofed.
Mr. Henry Kendal, a brother in the miniftry, being prefent, en-

gaged in prayer, in which Ihe joined wirh great devotion. After

prayer he afkeu htr whetlier fhe felt free to give lierfelf up to the

Lord ^ " O yes," faid (he, " the Lord is an cverlafting God. He
knoweth them tliat t;ull in him." She remarked that fhe thought

jJie fhould dit a hard death, and faid, "Pray that I may have pa-

tience." About 1 2 o'clock at night (he a(l^?d what time it would
be high water ? and being informed, requelted fome cf her friends

to take re(^, faying, (he thought (he might live till 3 or 4 in the

morning. She continued in this calm and tranquil (late of mind,

except for a fliort fpace in which (he was a little wandering, but
from which (he foon recovered, and enjoyed her reafon in full

ftrength, until Tuefday evening 6 o'clock, when fhe quietly *' Hn-
guifhed into life," witliout a figh or groan. ''Bicifed are the

dead who die in the Lord."

Memoir of Mr, William Hf.wit.
GommuTiicatcd for the MalTachufi.tr s BaptiO Miflionary Magazine, in a Letter

from the Rev. Dani«lShakp, dated NeuuarJt, Dec. 28, I610.

REV. GIR,

I HAD meant fome months ago to have furnifhed you with an
.account of the expedience and death of a much beloved brother,

William He^vit, Till now I have been prevented ny a variety

of caufes. I am aware that p^reat abufes have prevailed in cher-

i(hing the memory of the dead. They have been praifed for vir-

tues they never po&.{'^edy while the hand of frierdihip and m'lC-

taken charity has fpread a veil over their vices. Thif is no reafon^

however, that the pen of the faithful narrator fnou^ not be em-
ployed in exhibiting the conf-)lations and characters of departed
faints. It is here Wt fee -Iv re^irion of Jofus embodied, and be-

come acquainted with its cheering and purifying infJusnce.
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Mr. William Hewit was a native of England. When aboot^

twenty-ore years of age, he emigrated to this country. Soon
after his arrival, he was favoured with fitting under the miniftry

of the gofpel, a privilege unknown before \ for he had fearce ever
heard any thing better than the morals of Epi6letus or Seneca.

Nor did he hear the gofpei in vain ; it became the power of
God to the falvation of his foul. He had a deep fenfe of the de-

pravity of his heart, the fmfulnefs of his condudt, and the infuf-

£ciency of his own rightcoufnefs, connefted with a view of the

cbaradler of Jefus as the Friend and Saviour of poor finners.

At this period my acquaintance with him commenced. By
mutually reciting the de-ilings of God towards us, and tlie

exercifes of our minds, we found, that as in a glafs face anfwer-

eth to face, fo the heart of man to man ; this ferved to cement
our friendOiip, which was uninterrupted till his death.

Though he appeared a man defigned in providence for bufl-

nefs, and who prcfpered in no fmall degree ; yet his feat on
week day evening lectures and at prayer meetings was feldom
unoccupied by him. His life was a pradical comment of that

pafTage, " not flothful in bufmefs, fervent in fpirit, ferving the

Lord."
Happy in his family, prcfperous in the world, and beloved by

his Chriftian friends, he wanted nothing of an earthly nature t«

add to his felicity. But how changing the fcenes of life ! How
foon onr joys wither ! And inftead of a clear fky, cloud fucceed-

ing cloud intercept our view.

Early in the fpring of 1 809, he broke a blood veffel, from rfie

cffedls of which he never recovered. At feafons when threatened

with diffolution, he was remarkably fupported by the promifes of

a faithful God. At one time I inquired the ftate of his mind ; he
replied, " I am perfedly refigned to the will of God ; I have no
choree to live or to die ; the Lord's will be done.'* His mother
obferved, *' William, what a mercy it is you have been brought

to know the Lord." " O yes, fald he, I can view the hand of a
fovereign God in it." At another time he obferved to his moth-
er, that he had been very much comforted in reading Ifaiah, xli.

TO. ** Fear not, for I am with thee ; be not difmayed, for I am
»hy God," &c. ; alfo Ifa. xliii. 2, 4. Thefe pafTages wiih feveral

others he had doubled down as affording the moR precious con-

folation to his foul. In reading John, I4i:h chap, he felt pecu-

liar elevation of foul, while meditating on the tendernefs of Chrift,

and the defign for which he left our earth, to prepare manfions

for his people.

On the 6th of D-ec. 1809, he took a voyage to the Weft Indies^

in company with his wife and fifter, hoping that it might prove

beneficial to his health. From a letter of his, dated Jan. 4th, it

appears he thought himfelf better. In this the fame Ipirit of de-

votion was manifeft. He fpoke of the Lord as a covenant-keep-

ing God ; and exprcffed a full periuafion, that in all bis trial^the-
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Lord had done all things well. On the 8th of Jan. he arofe as

well as ufual, and after taking fome refrefhment, obferved he felt

as if he could run a race : but in a few moments after this, he
began to vomit blood. His wife ran imn^ediately to his affiftance,

but he was fo exhaufted that he could only fay, " My dear, I am
going, but I am happy"—He was endeavouring to proceed, but
his voice failed ; he fainted, and funk in death. " Precious in the

fight of the Lord is the death of his faints.'*

Memoir of Mafler Churchill, yo?z of the Rev. Samuel
Churchill, of Littleton^ (N.H,) nvho died Sept. 18, 18 10, in thi

ninth year of his a^e,

h BOUT the firft week in January, a Mr. Butler preached

at Mr. Chnrcbill's houfe ; after which this child, who had long

been affl'6led with for'^s. appeared unufually thouglntful. But.tlie

beginiii'^g of February, a moft poignant convidion faftcned upoa
his mind ; and for about eiprht days his diftrefs was extremely

great It was rot known that any vifible means occafioned this

laft a^arm. Indeed he had begun to hope he was good ; proba-

bly from feeHi7g his mind exercifed about what he called good
things, without having difcovered the vilenefs of his own heart.

But at this tin e, he had a deep fenfe of the awful wickednefs of

his heart, ara all his hopes vanifhed. He would often, in the

greateft agony, beg of his father to pray for him, that he might
have a new heart-, a hoart to love God,

For feveral days he fecmed to expert relief by praying. But
after this he obferved, that when he attempted to pray, he felt

tliat his heart ai^d thoughts were wicked, and fometimes that all

the wicked things that ever he did in his life would come Up in

his mind, and looked fo awful, that he thought he could not be
faved. He confefTed to his mamma things which he had done
when he was not more than 4 years old j although he had been as

dut'ful as chl?.dren in general.

For feverai days he feemed to have ftrong fears that his cale

vas an exception to the general declarations of mercy, and that

the Lord was angry with him, and would not fave him. He afk-

tc ' 'hether any were ever faved who were fo awfully wicked, and
vrb<; c< uld not feel right towards God, nor pray, nor do any
thirjj; t'whx ? He was told by his father, that God was fo good
and n.erciful that he fometimes faved thofe who had fuch wicked
hearts, that they could do nothing good till they were renewed.

After mar y obfervations of a fimilar nature, on the evening of
the. 8 h or t^ih of February, he became calm in his mind, and con-
tinued fo through the night, although for a week before he had
taken but little reft. In the morning his mamma afkcd him

H
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whether he thought he was renewed ? He replied, that he did not

know ; but obferved, that his mind was relieved, thai Chrift ap-

peared beautiful to him, and that he did not feel when he attempt-

ed to pray, as he had done ; but his convidion was gone, and he
feared that he ftiould aglin be ftupid.

He continued in this frame of mind for feveral days, in which
time he made many impreflive remarks on his own unv;orthinefs,

the batetulnefs of fm ; and particularly, how juftly he deferved all

his afflidlion?. He afked many queftions refpe<5ting thofe, whofe

convidions left them in an unconverted flate ; fuch as, whether

they went off gradually, or at once. On being told, that they

ufually wore off gradually, he replied, that his left him in an in-

fant, yet he expreffed fome fears that he was not converted.

Soon after, early one morning he called his father to him and faid,

" I do not think I am going to be ftupid again, for I feel as though

I loved Chrift."

After this his joys feejpned daily to increafe. He fpake much
of the goodnefs -of God, and appeared greatly delighted in hear-

ing prayer and fmging, or in hearing the fcriptures read. He
would fometimes hug the bible in his arms, and fay, " O how I

love this book !" Soipetimes he expreffed an earneft defire to be

with Chrift. Being afked one day by Elder Perkins, why he

wifhed to be in heaven ? he replied, " To love God." Mr. P. re-

plied, but do you not now love him ? He anfwered, <* I hope I do
fome, but I want to love him more ; I want to praife him,"

Some time after, he expreffed a defire to be baptized and join

the church if it fliould be thought proper. But as he feemed then

to be mending of his fores, it was poftponed.

Through the fummer, ftrong hopes were entertained of his re-

covery ; but on the 4th of September, he was taken with the /j-

phusfever i and died on the 1 8th, aged almoft 8 years and 8 months.

In the begianing of this laft ficknefs, he appeared to have fome

darknefs upon his mind, and expreffed fome regret that he had

not been baptized : but the latter part of the time when he had

his realbn, he feemed to be happy and refigned, and faid he had

no defiie to live.

When clofmg the fcene of life, the laft words he was heard to

utter were fome lines from Dr. Watts. Thus it has been ap-

parent, that out of the month of babes Godcan ordainJlrengtk,

Account of Rughoonat'h, a Bengalee Chrijlian^ wh$
died at Serampore, March 28, 1808.

On the 29th of March, the Chriftian church at Seram-

pore, had to carry to the filent tomb the remains of their brother

Rughoo, who was baptized in December, 1805, and who died

March 28th, 1808.
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~- This convert was born at a village in Bengal near Chundunu-
migura, called Huldidanga ; his father was a weaver, and, as is

nfual among the Hindoos, he was of his fatlier's trade.

Rughoo was a poor illiterate idolater, unable to read or write

;

and, in his cafe as in tliat of all the heathen, his natural confcience

had been exceedingly darkened and feared by their " abominable
idolatries." He was an enthufiaft in idolatry ; his back was filled

with fears, from the hooks by which he had been fo frequently

fufpended^! Twinging on the infamous churuka. Added to all

this, he lived in adultery many yeai"*, and wallowed in the fiitliieft

vices.

Rughoo once lived at Serampcre about twelve months ; he then

went to Calcutta, where he ftayed two or tliree years. From
hence he returned to Seranipore, where hearing fome people talk

about the gofpel, he called at the houfe of a native Chriftian, and
heard from him the words of our Lord Jefus Chrift. He had
been conneded with a female for a number of years without mar-
riage, but had quarrelled, and feparated from her ; and at the

above period this woman was not with him, but lived at another

houie in Serampore.

After R'.igboo had been fome time under inftru61ion, tlie word
evidently aopeared to have entered his mind ; he feemed to pof-

fefs a deep fenfe of his fmfuinefs, and of the love of Chrift in be-

coming his Saviour. He was therefore baptized, and added to

tlie Church.
After his baptifm, he worked in an inferior fituation in the

Brethren's printing office at Sc^ampore, and though he had no
talents to preach, yet on all occafions he recommended the Gofpel,

by a humble behaviour, and a grateful fenfe of kindne/Tes.

A Ihort time after Rughoo's baptifm, the before-mentioned

female was brough: under the found of the gofpel, and gave
proofs of the Lord's having opened her heart. In due time (he

was baptized, and was afterwards married to Rughoo, and they

continued, to the end of Rughoo's life, an afFedionate and hap-

py couple, whofe domeftic happinefs had been greaily heightened

by their reception of the gofpel. During the two years of their

marriage, the miffionaries never heard of a fingle difference be-

twixt them, and during Rughoo's laft illnefs, his wife nurfed him,

day and night, with the greateft tendemefs.

With refped to the general ftate of our deceafed broiher's mind,

he appeared to be, as far as his knowledge went, a happy Chriftian.

Talk to him whenever you would of the love of Chrift, exclama-

tions of aftonifhment efcaped his Hps, while the tears filled his eyes,

and ran down his cheeks. During the fmgiri^ of hymns; or

while liftening to the ftory of redeeming love, ana, not unfrequent-

ly, at the celebration of tlie Lord's Supper, his tears teft.ified his

fenfe of the deep ftake he was confcious he poffeffed in tlie gofpel.

When vifited by the miflionaries, he would come to the door of

liis hut, and fetch the beft feat he had, or could borrow, his coun-
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tenance beaming with joy at their prefence ; and on all occafions

he gave proofs, by his love to the brethren, that he had pafled

from death unto life.

In his laft illnefs brother Ward frequently vifited him, and al-

moft always found him happy, pleafed and affefted with the glad

idings of the gofpel. This brother found his own mind refrcflied

by thefe vifits, in beholding the love of this affli<fted convert to

the Saviour of finners.

Rughoo would fometimes call a native member of the church

to come and read and pray with him ; and one day he requefted

all the brethren might be called, (thinking his end near) that he
might fee them before he died. The native brethren who lived

near were called ; a hymn was fung, a portion of fcripture read,

and prayer offered up for our apparently dying brother.

For fome time before his death, Rughoo, fo far from being

afraid of death, appeared too impatient to die ; and feemed ready

to quefiion the love of Chrift to him, becaufe he did not haften to

take him to himfelf. He prayed day after day, that the Saviour

. would prepare him, and tal:e him to heaven. Brother Ward was at

fome pains once or twice to convince him, that Chrift's time was
the beft, and that thefe fliort afflldlions "were working for him an
exceeding and eternal weight of glory."

As long as he was able to fpeak plain, he expreffed his firm

hope in Chrift's death, and when he could fpeak only widi great

difficulty*, he indicated, partly in broken language, and partly by
figns, that Chrift was there, (laying his hand on his heart.) One
day when brother Ward was there, he whifpered, (laying his hand
on his heart) "He is here. He is here."

On the Lord's day that he died, brother Ward held the morn-
ing meeting with the native brethren in the yard juft before Ru-
ghoo's door ; but our afflidled brother was able to attend very im-

perfedlly to what was going forward, and in the evening of that

day, about ten o'clock, he died. The next evening he was buri-

ed with finging on the way, and exhortation and prayer at die

grave by brother Carey. All the members of the church prefent

affifted in carryicg the body to, and fiUing up the grave.—Ru-
ghoo' s age is fiippofed to have been about 60 years.

How rich is that grace difplayed in the converfion of diis per-

fon, once living in idolatry, and all its attending abominations !

How great the contraft betwixt the idolater, dancing in indecent

attitudes, or with a piece of iron run through^his tongue, before

the idol, and the fame man "turned from dumb idols to ferve the

living and true God," and receiving with melting heart the me-
morials of Chrift'*; death and fufferings I What ^ contraft betwixt

this poor deludeJ^creature, fufpended by hooks in his back, and
fwinging for a confiderable time in this Ihocking manner, in hon-

our of devils, and the fame man praying to the God and Father

pf our Lord Jefus Chrift, and worfhlp^ing the true God in fpirit

and in truth ! What a difference betwixt this couple, quarrelling
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with each other while living in a ftate of adultery, and their liv-

ing happily together as a chriftian family ! How ble/Fed a death,

defiring to depart and to be with Chrift, as far better than all

the riches of thi Eaft !

Is not this a brand pluckedfrom the burning ?'*

" Is any thing too hardfor the Lord P"
** Many fhall come from the enjl^ and the nvejl, and Jhall fit doiun

nuith /ibraham^ and Ifaacy and facob, in the kingdom of heaven ; but

the children of the kingdom Jhall be cafi into outer darknefs ! !• .

Beware, nominal Chriftian, left this fliould be true of thee ! Left
thefe defpifed Hindoos (hould be admitted into heaven, whilfc

thou, boafting a fuperior degree of civilization and chriftian in-

ftrudlion, fhouldft be thruft down to hell •

Report of the Trujlees of the Baptijl MiJJionary Society in

Majfachufetts, at their Annual Meeting inBoJion, May 30, 1810.

BELOVED BRETHREN,

Eight years have elapfed fmce the firft; meeting of this

Society for the choice of officers and organization of the inftitu-

tion. So limited were tlie means, and circumfcribed the prof-

pe<fts of the venerable and worthy promoters of this eftablifli-

ment, that there was much hefitancy as to the utility of fuch an
undertaking, till it was remarked by one of the original AfTociates,

that if they could do no more, they could at leaft fend one mif-

fionary for the term of three months. But O, how good is the

Lord ! He has fmiled upon the inftitution, and greatly exceeded

the moft fanguine expedations of all its friends, in making it the

means of founding out the word of tlie Lord fo extenfively and
in fuch a manner as that many have been refreftied with the

bread and water of life, in various parts of the new fettlements of
our country, by the faithful and indefatigable heralds of the crofs,

employed by the liberality of this Society.

Brother Ifaac Cafe has been engaged nine months in the courfe

of the laft year. He has fpent his time in the Diftridt of Maine,
and although he has not been fo much among thofe who were en-

tirely deftitute of the gofpel as fome other Miffionaries, his labours

have been very ufeful for the perfefting of the faints and edifying

of the body in love, and in fetting in order among the Churches
the things that were wanting.

Brother Henry Hale has received two appointments ; one of fix,

and one of three months. His labours have been in the moft
eafterly parts of the United States and in the Britifti dominions.

He has been every where very kindly received ; and his fervices

much approved by the Truftees, and we truft by the bleffed Mai'-

ter whom he fo unweariedly ferves. He is probably now on his

jfniffion of three months.
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Brother Peter P. Roots has had two appointments of three

months each the laft year ; and with his ufual ability and zeal, has

travelled through feveral of the weftern counties of the State of

New York, preaching a crucified Saviour to the feople, and ad-

miniftering ordinances to thofe who were entitled to gofpel privi-

leges. His labours are ufeful.

Brother Jeffe Hartwell has an appointment for tliree months.

He is now probably on Miffionary ground, from whom we have
not heard fmce he commenced his tour.

Brother Barnabas Perkins has received an appointment for fix

months the iaft year. He has been fome time on his Miflionary

labours, and we confidently expedted hs would have made his re-

turns previoufly to the meeting of the fociety. He has not howev-

er, and we are of courfe unable to ftate any particular account of

his Miflionary labours fmce the laft Anniverfary. He has gone
into the northerly parts of Vermont, New-Hampftiire and Canada.

Brother Samuel Rowley is engaged farther in Miflionary la-

bours, but is probably juft now returned from a tour to the weft-

ward of Lake Champlain, and has not had time yet to make his

communication to the Society ; the Truftees expe<5t to hear foon

from him.

Brother Samuel Ambrofe of Sutton in the State of New Hamp-
fliire has been engaged for the Society fix months in the courfe of

the laft year. He was appointed to travel in the northern parts

of the ftate of Vermont and to go into Canada ; which appoint-

ment he has, by the blefling of Providence, diligently and fuccefiful-

ly fulfilled. The people among whom he lias labouied have treat-

ed him with great refpe(5l, and the glorious and diftinguiftiing doc-

trine of the crofs we truft, will be the favour of life unto life to

many of the inhabitants of the wildernefs.

Our refpefted brother, Pelatiah Chapin, has been appointed a

Miflionary for the term of three months, but has made no returns.

Brother Stephen Parfons has laboured in the Miflionary field

tiiree months the laft year for the Society. The Black-River Aflb-

ciation to which brother Parfcns belongs, with a view to encour-

age Miflionary fervices in the new fettlements, have recommended
to the churches of which it is compofed to raife a c(^tribution in

money, or country produce, in order to encourage, in union with

this Society, the Miflionary caufe ; they have fucceeded beyond ex-

pe»5tation ; fo that brother Parfons has received of them nearly the

whole of his falary for fervices rendered this Society ; and expected

to receive farther contributions in fuch produce as the country af-

forded. This is an example worthy the imitation of our brethren in

the new fettlements ; and is a proof that our friends of the Black

River Aflbciation are difpofed to lay by for the fupport of the blef-

fed caufe of religion, as the Lord fhall profper them.

Brother Hezekiah Pettet has performed fix months fervice for

the Society in the weftern part of the State of New York. The
Truftees have been pleafc! with tlie perufal of the very particular
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account he has given of his travels and fervices, and have ap-

pointed him on another Miflion of three months.

Brother Samuel Churchill has been appointed Miflionary for

two months, and is now probably engaged in publiftiing the glo.

rious doctrine of the Crofs among the poor and deftituie inhabi-

tarts of the rjortherly parts of Vermont and New Hampfhire.

Brother Thomas .Spooner has performed three months fervice

for the Society, and brotlier John Irifh has made returns of fer-

vices rend^ed the Miffiunary caufe, but his appointment is not

yet completed.

Here, brethren, we w^ould paufe, and raife our Ebenezer. Hith-
erto tJie Lord hath helped us. He not only literally watereth

the earth, and maketh it foft witli ftiowers, but mercifully fendeth

his rain upon the thirfty hill of Zion. Praife ye the Lord.

In the conclufion of this Report, permit us to exhort you, be-

loved brethren, to pray for the peace and extenHon of the church
of God. They fliall profper who love Zion and feek her good.

And do not forget to contribute to the fupport of the Miffionary

caufe, remembering how wonderfully the Lord has been pleafed

to own the labours of his dear fervants who are employed in dif'

penfmg the word, adminiftering ordinances, affi fling in conftitut-

ing new churches, attending conferences and funerals, vifiting

fchoolf, and teaching the aged and the young publicly and from
houfe to houfe. We afk your contributions for the fupport of

men engaged in and devoted to fucli works as tliefe. And v:c

doubt not but you will follow the Miflionariss fent out by this So-
ciety and others, with importunate prayer for their fiiccels and the

fpread of Imroanuers caufe throughout the world. For your en-

couragement it is fpreading, and will foon become univerfally

triumphant. The glorious temple is rifmg, and the top-ftone will

foon be brought forth with fhouting, Grace ! Grace unto it !

Come, Lord Jefus ! come quickly. Amen.

WM. COLLIER, Stc'ry,

Ordained at Sullivan {N. H.) 061. 24. iSio. over tlie Baptift

Church and Society in that place, the Rev. Charles Cumings.

Introductory Prayer and Sermon by Rev. J Higbee from 2 Cor.

iv. 5. "T^or we preach not ourfelves, but Chrifi jfcfus the Lord

;

and ourfehes your fervants for Jefus^ fake.**

Ordained at Fitzwilliam, (N. H.) December 26, Rev. A,
Allen ove«*the Baptill Church and Society in that place.

Sermon by Rev. Jeremiah Higbee of Alftead, from 2 Cor. ii.

1 6. "y^n^ 'ivho is fujicient for thefe things

On Thurfday the 28th of February ult. the neat and convenient

Meeting-houfe belonging to the Third Baptift Church in Philadel-

phia, was opened for public worfhip, in the prefence of a numer-
ous, refp€(5table and folcmnly attentive audience.
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The cxercifes of the morning were introduced by prayer by
the Rev. Dr. AUifon, after which an appropriate Sermon was
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Rogers, from Eph. v. 20.

Introdudiory prayer in the afternoon by the Rev. Mr. Hewfon,
(Mr. Hewfon has been recently ordained) Sermon by the Rev.
Dr. Staughton from Pfalm cxviii. 19, 20.

Thefollowing Lines were compofed by afriend of MiJJions
on reading the accounts of fuccefsful mijjionary labours in thi new
fettkments.

In north and weftern regions far away,
Where late the ruthlefs favage roam'd for prey,

Or fought like cruel fiends athirft for blood,

And midnight fires for human viftims glow'd,

—

Now heavenly peace prevails, and truths divine.

In all their bright celeftial beauties fhine.

The Holy Spirit through the defert goes,

And the rough wilds look blooming as the rofe.

Young converts like frefh flowers the air perfume,
King Jefus' charms the wildernefs illume.

The birds of Paradife together fing.

Their folemn lovely notes falute the fpring.

Loud alleluias to the Lord above,

Praife for free grace, and thanks for dying love.

Repentant finners to their Saviour turn,

Behold him crucified and deeply mourn ;

Angels the news to heaven's high portals bear,

With joy they tell, while GOD delights to hear.*
Hold on, ye Miflionaries, boldly go,

• Dread not the danger, fear no threat'ning foe,

God will be with you in embowering woods,
O'er lofty mountains, or through fwelling floods :

No damps by night, nor fummer's burnmg day,

Without his leave, " can take your health alvay

Where'er you are, his promife recolleft,

He ever will be with you and proteft.t

A covert from the tempeft He is found,

And fiery chariots ftill his friends furround.:|:

To you, ye bleft ambafladors of heaven,
A glorious privilege is humbly giv'n,

(Better by far than is on earth befide,)

T' invite and wait upon the Saviour's bride.

What raptures fill your heart you know full well.

When men forfake the downward road to hell,

Fly to the fount of the Redeemer's blood,
Find mercy and adore a fmiling God.
Be faithful unto death in all your way.
And Chrift will crown you in eternal day,
O God moft holy, thy falvation fliow,

Build and increafe thy Zion here below :

At thy com.mand may many fuch be found
As give the gofpel trump its certain found.

The fields are white and large ; O fpeak the word
That num'ious labourers reap thy harveft. Lord.

* Luke XV. 7. t Pfalm J2i, % Kings ii, 6, 17.
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